[Surgical closure of persistent ductus arteriosus in small premature infants in an incubator].
In premature neonates a patent ductus arteriosus causes often other complications thus the immediate closure of the patent ductus arteriosus should be preferred or recommended. Performing the surgical closure of the ductus within the incubator can avoid complications during transportation from the premature neonates intensive care unit to the operating room. 25 very small premature neonates or those with another burden in addition were operated upon in the incubator on the premature infants intensive care unit of our hospital during the period from January 1987 to April 1989. No complications occurred during the operation, especially not caused by the strange circumstances for the operating team. Wound infections because of possible bacterial contamination of the incubator or the room were not observed during the postoperative period.